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"The Cloud" and the environment



Research Questions:

— On what material resources (be it energy, physical materials, or labour) does the
accumulation of digital waste depend?

— What part does my practice as both an interaction designer and computer user play in
contributing to the material impact of digital media?

— (Can this impact be mitigated through my research, and reflective practice?)



My 'practice':



Outline:

— Experiment 1: What is a JPG made of?

— Experiment 2: Compression vs Corruption

— Experiment 3: Writing a thesis, materially



What is a JPG made of?



What is a JPG made of?

— Where is this image?

— How much space does it use up?

— What does it rely on for its continued existence?
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Infrastructures, inside and outside



Infrastructures, inside and outside



Infrastructures, inside and outside



How to 'blow up' a datacentre



How to 'blow up' a datacentre
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"Discarding well"



Software as infrastructure



Corruption vs Compression



Corruption vs Compression



Speculative software interventions



Speculative software interventions



Writing a thesis, materially.



Writing a thesis, materially.



Conclusions

— The environmental harms of cloud technologies are systemic, the result of a pervasive logic
of scalability.

— For this reason, focusing on individual choice and behaviour is marginal. This presents a
challenge for design practice.

— Responding to this challenge invlolves taking an ecological view of digital media, and
enlarging the purview of design away from the interface.
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